
     

June Update 

I visited the Large Scale Exhibition held in Reading earlier in May; the show was arranged in an unusual way all the 

Traders in one Hall with all the Layouts in another.  I was surprised how many traders were there, a good mix of Model 

Engineering, Scale 1 and 3, 45 and 32mm many of which we see at our own shows.  The Layouts were somewhat 

disappointing mostly in the larger scales with very little evidence of Buildings or Scenery. There was one LGB Layout with 

the usual sound effects, but sadly there were no 16mm Layouts in spite of the fact they encourage 16mm members to 

attend by letting them in free, which struck me as a bit strange.  I left them with details of Ridgmont with a view of 

getting an invite in the future. 

  

2012 Meeting Dates 

The following are the club meeting dates for 2012: 

 

  3rd June   1st July   August No Meeting 
  2nd September  7th October  4th November 

 

Saturday 1st December - the Hall has been booked for our Steam in Beds Show; no final decision has been made on 

whether or not we go ahead with the show this year.  It largely depends on whether I get any offers of help with the 

organisation.  Following Brian’s appeal in Smokebox I have received two offers of help, which is encouraging.  

 

 Pitstone  

We are still short of Operators on Wags Wharf, if you fancy helping us run Wags Wharf I can promise you a fun day and 

you get to go around the Museum for free.  I have received two offers of help for the 17th June meeting, there are still 

other days we could do with offers of help.  If you are interested we will be there this Monday so come along and say 

hello. Please help yourself to a Museum Leaflet from the front table.  

 

Future Exhibitions 

 

I have been sent details of the Bristol Model Engineering and Hobbies Exhibition, 17th, 18th &19th August.  I visited it last 

year it compared well with the Midlands Show held at Fosse Way.  As the name implies it covered a wide range of 

interests but worth a visit.  I have a few leaflets which I will leave on the front table. 

 

The Chatham Show is coming next weekend, Saturday 9th & Sunday 10th June being held at The Historic Dockyard, 

Chatham, ME4 4TZ.  Details at their Web Site www.chathamshow.co.uk  

 

The East Anglian Garden Railway Show is being held at Bressingham on Saturday 11th August 2012.  The Bressingham 

event ‘Steam in Miniature’ will be running alongside the Garden Railway Show. ‘Steam in Miniature’ will feature around 

30 working miniature traction engines. Bressingham’s narrow gauge railways and Gallopers will also be operating on this 

day.  Andrew Neal will be taking along his layout Chalkwood and would be grateful for any help running during the day.  

I also understand Prayle Grove will be there, check with Carol or Graham if they need any help on the day. 

.............................................. o....................................................    

http://www.chathamshow.co.uk/


Garden Meeting 
 
I have arranged a visit to John Rogers’s garden line; you may recall his line was featured in February’s SMT.  The visit is 

planned for the 24th June at 12noon. Unfortunately, because of space Roger has limited the number of visitors to 4, the 

good news is there are still 2 places left. If you are interested let me know ASAP. 
 

Nick Burton is organising a visit to John Butts 7 ¼” line. 

John Butt is running his 0.5 mile 7 ¼ line at his house in support of a coffee morning for his local church in Stoke 
Hammond at 10.30    on 7 July.  There will be at least 2 locos in steam including 1 from the Great Cockrow Railway – John 
is an outstanding model engineer and there should be some impressive mainline steam on show. Once the coffee 
morning has completed he is happy to keep running as long as people are interested into the afternoon.  Drinks will be 
available, but visitors would need to bring their own lunch.  John’s address is: 
 
 The Old Stables, Grove Farm, Church Rd, Stoke Hammond, Bucks, MK17 9BP 

He has only done this once before so is not sure of the level of demand.   To help out I have offered to collate numbers 
so would be grateful if anyone planning to attend would drop me an email or text or call at least a week beforehand. 
 It should be an enjoyable day, with the rich smell of coal fired steam 

Nick’s contact details are below: Nick Burton  Email: nick.burton@paconsulting.com 
     The Old Smithy  
     Mill Road   Mobile: +44 7930 556 012 
     Husborne Crawley  
     Beds  
     MK43 0XF 

.............................................. o.................................................... 

Come and Run a Railway—you know you think it’s easy 

Ever stood waiting for a train, and thought how good you would be at making the trains run on time? Can you spare an 

afternoon over the May-Day or August Bank Holidays? Can you get to Wing in Buckinghamshire? Then Somesay Island 

Railway, and “Trains for Marie Curie Cancer Care”, can give you your chance to see how you measure up. 

Your next chances to run Somesay Island Railway are on:  Sat 25th, Sun 26th and Mon 27th August 

        14:00 to 19:30 each day 

We won’t provide you with a full-size railway, or even one you can ride on, but we will give you the chance to join in, 

with up to 30 others, in running a complex model railway, in a garden, using simplified versions of all the normal railway 

operating disciplines, (shunting, signalling, working to timetables etc.) under the eye of a “not so thin as he was” 

Controller. It’s a “hands-on” experience, suitable for all ages (from biddable seven year olds upwards), with only one 

absolute rule, namely, “anyone causing collisions gets sent home”. Otherwise, the only “risk” element is the possibility 

you might find it addictive. 

Why do we do this? We are keen to support the work of the charity Marie Curie Cancer Care, and we are not into 

running marathons. However, over 12 years of operations, we have found that several hundred visitors have enjoyed 

themselves sufficiently “working on the railroad” that we have been able to forward contributions totalling over 

£32,000 to help the work of Marie Curie Cancer Care. 

If you would like to join in with ‘Trains for Marie Curie 2012’, please telephone (01296-688913) or e-mail 

(welaws@aol.com) to say which day you would like to come, how many of you there will be, whether you need 

directions (or picking up at Leighton Buzzard railway station), together with a phone number so that, if, exceptionally, 

the weather is too poor to operate, we can contact you.  We look forward to welcoming all our friends, old and new. 

Martin & Liz Shrubsole 

.............................................. o.................................................... 

 

Chris Pretty 

file:///C:/mc/compose%3fto=nick.burton@paconsulting.com
mailto:welaws@aol.com

